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I am very honored and happy to be a native of Cauca, a small city located 
in southwest Colombia and to have been born in the countryside where I 
have learned to live simply, humbly and love my work. It was here that I 
also learned to grow in my respect for God, people, things, and myself as a 
person rooted in Christian and religious values.

HOW DID YOU COME TO KNOW THE MARIST 
BROTHERS? 

As a child, I worked in a family home just one block away from the 
school, Normal Nacional José Eusebio, in the city of Popayán, which was 
administered by the Marist Brothers. While in school, I gradually got to know 
the Brothers. Afterwards, when I finished my primary education during the 
evening session, I continued my secondary education at the Champagnat 
College. Here I had the good fortune to study and work. It was through this 
experience that I came to know the Brothers well, which has been a blessing 
for me.

BASED ON YOUR REALITY, WHAT DO YOU THINK 
ARE THE CHALLENGES FOR A YOUNGER BRO-
THER, CONSIDERING THE CALLS PROPOSED BY 
THE XXII GENERAL CHAPTER? 

As a brother in temporary vows, I believe that there are three main 
challenges. First, we need to assume the responsibility and commitment 
that we made on the day we made our first vows before God and the 
Congregation. Secondly, we need to be attentive to the signs of the times 
despite the challenges, without becoming overwhelmed. Third, we need to 
establish good relationships with others and to agree upon what is proposed, 
respecting each other’s ideology, and asking for divine help.
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My name is Duberney Giraldo Valencia and I professed my first vows 
as a Marist Brother in 2014.  I was born in the municipality of Filandia-
Quindío, in Colombia. I am the second child of three children, my 
parents are Luzbelia Valencia and José Cleiver Giraldo.  Presently, I 
am completing my bachelor’s degree in Religious Education. 

HOW DID YOU COME TO KNOW THE MARIST 
BROTHERS? 

The members of the vocational team of the St. Joseph’s School 
of Armenia were offering vocational awareness programs to the 
schools located in the city of Quindío.  It was through that program 
that I first met the Marist Brothers. The message that Jair, Nabor and 
José Miguel shared with us,at that time, connected to some of my 
vocational concerns about being an educator and a religious. Thus in 
2011 my adventure of going away to become a brother, alongside the 
Marist Brothers, began. 

BASED ON YOUR REALITY, WHAT DO 
YOU THINK ARE THE CHALLENGES FOR A 
YOUNGER BROTHER, CONSIDERING THE 
CALLS PROPOSED BY THE XXII GENERAL 
CHAPTER? 

Considering today’s reality and being a young brother, one of the 
challenges, for me, is to continue to strengthen my conviction that 
being Marist is worthwhile, even more so if we build bridges that 
connect our charism to the different realities facing children and young 
people with whom I share life and mission; bridges that have their 
foundations rooted in the persons of Jesus, Mary and Champagnat, 
who have inspired my vocation. 

DUBERNEY 
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Hello! I am Duván and I was born in Filandia, known as “the illuminated 
hill” in Quindío, a small and authentic coffee village. The views will 
surprise you with its gorgeous overflowing landscapes. It is a place 
with a vast cultural and natural resources, which has gradually become 
a favorite spot for travelers from all over the world. Filandia stands 
out for its tranquility, the warmth of its people, its tourist areas, and 
for the best coffee. I am the eldest of three brothers, I am 23 years old 
and I enjoy watching TV series, movies, reading, listening to music, 
playing board games, and sharing quality time with my brothers.  

HOW DID YOU COME TO KNOW THE MARIST 
BROTHERS? 

I had my first contact with the Brothers through the lay Marists of 
St. Joseph’s College of Armenia in 2013, when some of them came 
to visit a non-Marist school located in my village of Filandia. From 
my first encounter with the Marists, I was not really interested in 
the vocation of a Marist Brother. However, some time later, several 
childhood friends were involved in some of the gatherings, and they 
encouraged me to get to know more about the Marist charism and 
mission. Eventually, I came to better understand the life of a Marist 

Brother, the importance of presence, family spirit and the ability to 
make others feel welcomed. During my time in formation there have 
been moments of doubt, fears, and concerns, despite this, I continued 
my formative process to become a brother.

Faced with these challenges and concerns, I completed my time as an 
aspirant during the years of 2014-2015, in the cities of Villavicencio 
and Manizales, where I finished my first year. These were two 
important years that allowed me to continue discerning my call and 
my response to living the Marist charism. 

In 2016, I traveled to the city of Loja, Ecuador, to become a postulant. 
This stage helped me to live an experience of interculturality which, 
gave me a broad knowledge of what it means to be a Marist Brother 
today; with its challenges and hopes amid diversity. 

Following God’s call, I continued my formation to better understand 
the Marist life and in 2017 I entered the novitiate in Medellin, Colombia 
and I professed my first vows, on December 8, 2018.  Currently, I live in 
the city of Bogotá where I am completing my time in the scholasticate.  
I am finishing my bachelor’s degree in Religious Education. 
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BASED ON YOUR REALITY, WHAT DO 
YOU THINK ARE THE CHALLENGES FOR A 
YOUNGER BROTHER, CONSIDERING THE 
CALLS PROPOSED BY THE XXII GENERAL 
CHAPTER? 

We are called, as young brothers, to help provide a vocational path 
that allows us to be present to others and to listen attentively. I 
consider that all the brothers are part of this vocational process in 
order to provide better accompaniment so that, from our witness of 
faith, joy, generosity and fraternity, we can help transform the lives 
of others, by providing a living example of the charism given to us by 
our founder Marcellin Champagnat. 

Another challenge that we face is building bridges, weaving bonds 
of trust, building fraternity with the brothers with who are in my 
community, as well as generating friendships with others so that we 
can walk together from our diverse Marist identities, thus enriching 
us both as persons and as brothers.  I feel that the General Chapter 
invites us to develop experiences of formation at the interprovincial 
level, to develop a deeper openness for service and mission; for 
being a brother in today’s world no matter where we are; and giving 
the best of who we are.

Finally, as young brothers, we have the challenge of keeping 
Champagnat’s dream alive, by living our life, as brothers, with a sense 
of passion and trust. 



I am Brother Juan Bolaños, I was born in 1982 in Belén in the region 
of Nariño, located in southern Colombia. I am the second son 
of Andrés Bolaños and Herfilia Ordóñez, my siblings’ names are 
Marisol, Libardo, Nancy and Ancizar. I enjoy playing soccer with my 
brothers and friends. I also enjoy watching movies during community 
recreation and reading books on spirituality.

HOW DID YOU COME TO KNOW THE MARIST 
BROTHERS? 

In 2006, when I was studying for my degree at the Colegio Téchnico 
Agropecuario La Esperanza, in Bethlehem, Nariño, Brother Martín 
Orduz came to the school to offer the eleventh-grade students, 
a vocational talk. During his presentation, he spoke of the Marist 
charism enthusiasm and with the hope of encouraging young 

people, who may be interested in the brotherhood, to participate in 
a vocational program. This is how my process of accompaniment and 
vocational discernment of God’s will for my life began. In 2008, I was 
an aspirant in the City of Pasto, Colombia, and began my postulancy 
in the city of Manizales from 2009–2010. I entered the novitiate in 
2011 and in 2013 I took my first vows, as a brother, in the city of 
Medellin, Colombia. I presently live in the city of Bogotá as a scholastic 
and I am currently completing my degree in Religious Education at De 
La Salle University. During the first half of 2020, in Guatemala City, I 
participated in a formation program for brothers preparing to take 
their perpetual vows. This experience has enriched my life and my 
vocation as a brother.

BASED ON YOUR REALITY, WHAT DO 
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YOU THINK ARE THE CHALLENGES FOR A 
YOUNGER BROTHER, CONSIDERING THE 
CALLS PROPOSED BY THE XXII GENERAL 
CHAPTER? 

Considering our reality, I believe that we must be brothers who 
witness to the experience of community and fraternity, which is 
enriched by the simplicity proposed by the spirit of our Founding 

Father, Saint Marcellin Champagnat.  I also believe that we are 
invited to collaborate with the laity in continuing the mission of 
teaching children and young people, especially the most vulnerable, 
the merciful face of God that is present in Jesus and Mary. Finally, 
as young brothers, I believe that we must work on cultivating an 
openness to working inter-congregationally and interculturally to be 
more available to the mission that God has given us.



My name is Junior Vinicio Jaramillo Sánchez.  I am 25 years old and 
originally from Ecuador. I am a second-year scholastic in the province 
of Norandina. Presently, I am pursing my studies at a La Sallian 
University in Bogota, Colombia.

HOW DID YOU COME TO KNOW THE MARIST 
BROTHERS? 

I am a Marist alumnus from the Marist educational ministry of 
Catacocha, in Loja, Ecuador.  It was there that I first met the Marist 
Brothers. Their presence and style of education were significant to 
me. Thanks to the brothers, I was able to develop a path for my life.

WHAT ASPECTS OF THE MARIST CHARISM 
MOTIVATED YOU TO ENTER THIS NEW STAGE 
OF FORMATION?

I have come to the realization that my life will always be associated 
with two key words “Mission and Service”; and they connected 
perfectly to the life of a Marist Brother. As a religious brother, this 
call invites me to share my life, through a life of service and mission 
that allows me to help in the building of the Kingdom. I consider my 
life as a grain of sand, one that can contribute to the construction of 
a slightly better world.

JUNIOR VINICIO  
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My name is Michael. I was born on October 19, 1994, in the city of 
San Juan de Pasto, located in southwestern Colombia. I am the son of 
Luz Marina and Segundo Anamá and I have a younger sister named 
Elizabeth, who has a son named Samuel.

My primary and secondary studies were at the Municipal Educational 
Institution “City of Grass”. Then, out of interest in teaching, I graduated 
from the Pasto Higher Education School in 2014.  A year later, I decided 
to join the Marist Brothers’ community. 

I like to listen to different types of music. In my house, I learned to 
play guitar and, with years of practice, I sang songs in places of Marist 
formation. My hobbies are related to music, reading and sometimes 
simple drawing. I enjoy learning and knowing what life offers. I am 
also responsible for the daily work that needs to be done with the 
brothers and friends of the community.

HOW DID YOU COME TO KNOW THE MARIST 
BROTHERS? 

I didn’t go to a Marist school. It all started with the invitation of a 
cousin who lived with the brothers in 2009. At that time, the vacuum 

house was located at the Champagnat Institute in Pasto. The brothers, 
Martín Orduz and Fabio Urrea, organized a meeting with the families 
of the aspirants. It was at that moment that I learned about the life 
and work of Marcellin Champagnat. 

After five years, vocational restlessness and a desire to be a Marist 
Brother arose. The reason to follow this path was a preference for 
education and catechesis.  It was a time to know the charism and be 
accompanied by the brothers. With great enthusiasm, I joined the 
community in 2015. I lived for two months in the city of Manizales to 
learn how to live with other young people called to be brothers and to 
know the Marist Children’s and Youth Pastoral. The rest of the year I 
was in the city of Medellin in contact with the social reality of the Santo 
Domingo neighborhood. It was a time of grace because I shared good 
times with the brothers and volunteers of the community center.
 I lived it with great joy in the city of Loja. A new course through the 
Andean lands of Ecuador. It was a time of great disposition for training 
and apostolic work with children and young people in hostels.

As part of the Marist bicentenary, I entered the novitiate stage. A 
new beginning in my vocational life! It took two years to deepen my 
personal quests, recognize my limits, grow as a person, live as a Marist 
religious and enjoy the cultural diversity provided by my companions 
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from the different Marist provinces of the Arco Norte region. After two 
years, on December 8, 2018, I made my first religious vows. Currently, 
I am in the city of Bogotá D.C. performing my scholasticate. I am in 
the process of obtaining a Bachelor’s Degree in Religious Education 
at the University of La Salle. I also enjoy my apostolate teaching and 
supporting catechesis or vocational pastoral care.

BASED ON YOUR REALITY, WHAT DO 
YOU THINK ARE THE CHALLENGES FOR A 
YOUNGER BROTHER, CONSIDERING THE 
CALLS PROPOSED BY THE XXII GENERAL 
CHAPTER? 

The calls of the XXII General Chapter allow us to discover and make 
possible the challenges in Marist life and mission. We are called to be 
a global family, to deepen our spirituality, to be bridge builders, to 
live passionately the educational mission and to respond to emerging 
realities. Young brothers are the hope of the new generations. We 
need to have a fearless spirit to spread peace and justice to our 
society, to open ourselves to diversity, to make a better world possible. 
With the charism inherited by Marcellin Champagnat, we believe that 
education and sound evangelization in children and young people 
can be built in a more human and conscientious way



My full name is Oscar Alexander Bolívar Bolívar, I was born 27 years 
ago in Bogota, Colombia. I enjoy sports, both watching and playing 
them, especially soccer and at times basketball and cycling. My 
family consists of my parents and a sister who is two years older 
than me. Currently, my family lives in Bogota. I am a graduate of 
the Champagnat School and I am presently living in the community 
of Manizales, Colombia, where I support our ministry, el Colegio de 
Cristo. In addition, I am pursuing my university studies in the city of 
Pereira. I like animals, especially dogs. I also enjoy helping others and 
contributing in whichever way I can.

HOW DID YOU COME TO KNOW THE MARIST 
BROTHERS? 

My dad has been working for almost 30 years as a driver at the 
Champagnat school in Bogota. As a result, I have been in contact with 
the brothers since I was a child. Furthermore, I studied at this same 
school and graduated in 2009. After graduating, I have never lost 
contact with the Brothers. In 2013, I entered as an assistant within the 
province administration and because of that experience of working 
for the province, I met many of brothers who were involved in areas 
of finances, hospitality, solidarity, pastoral ministry, who encouraged 
me.

To summarize, I have known the brothers through different aspects 
of my life, as a student, an alumnus, a layman, a worker, a friend, and 
volunteer and now as a brother in temporary vows.

BASED ON YOUR REALITY, WHAT DO 
YOU THINK ARE THE CHALLENGES FOR A 
YOUNGER BROTHER, CONSIDERING THE 
CALLS PROPOSED BY THE XXII GENERAL 
CHAPTER? 

• The most important thing is to try to be consistent.
• Create stronger and mutually supportive relationships between 

the countries of my province, the region of Arco Norte and globally 
across the institute.

• Adapt to the new realities and challenges of today’s and tomorrow’s 
world; understand and be willing to diversify the Marist mission 
beyond schools.

• To be in solidarity with those closest to us first and then with those 
most in need of our mission.
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